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INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE ASSIGNMENT
To describe about “what is History of Western Architecture”, the best thing would be to refer to this book by Wodehouse and Moffett, ‘A History of Western Architecture’ where in the introduction chapter, they referred to Marcus Vitruvius Pollio in 40 B.C., whose treatise, The Ten Books on Architecture identified three essential qualities of architecture: utilitas, firmitas, and venustas or commodity, firmness and delight.
They explained it well, however I would like to explain it from a non-historian angle. Yes, I am not a historian but I am teaching a history class, so my methodology is based on a trained architect point of view, shaped by learning from various teachers, and a notable historian, Professor Dr James Stevens Curl, whom I greatly admire.
When I think of the Vitruvian principles: commodity, firmness and delight, these three qualities sums up exactly what architecture is about. That it be useful/usable, stable/structurally sound and aesthetically pleasing. Of course, we could make a long list of criteria on what architecture should be, but by referring to these three essential qualities, we can analyse through our readings and understanding about architecture throughout the ages.
The approach in studying this course will be based on examples of buildings and “their contribution to the development of a style or building technique or for their illustration of cultural expression” (Wodehouse and Moffett, 1989)
The other emphasis for this course is to understand the architecture throughout history, in terms of the development of different building types use; the development in construction, material and techniques employed to build them and the approaches in making the science and art of the aesthetics.
The two credit course has two objectives. That students will get an overview of what is Western Architecture in terms of the various historical development and how to read text and interpret the historian’s text and present oral and written reports.
INTRODUCTION TO ASSIGNMENT

The course assignment constitutes 40% of the overall marks where 10% is obtained from the oral presentation and 30% will be in the form of an essay. The content of the essay and the oral presentation is regarding an architect or a group of architects or an organization and a building to represent his/her/their work, philosophy and ideas.
Course Assignment (40%) where the other 60% is Examination
10% - Oral Presentation in English with Powerpoint

30% - Essay (Not more than 8,000 words)

Topic: (to be given to students as soon as possible)

PART ONE: ORAL PRESENTATION (10%)

1) An individual presentation on the architect and the building represented and feedback will be allocated 15 minutes per student presenter. The presentation should not exceed 10 minutes and be conducted individually and in the English Language. Students are advised to use powerpoint presentation with not more than 10 slides. The lecturer will use the remaining 5 minutes to ask a question regarding the presentation and review the important points to the class.

2) The student presenter must in the beginning of the presentation distribute an A4 sheet to each individual where there is the summary of the presentation. The idea is so that each student will have a folder of references of each presentation for use.

PART TWO: ESSAY (30%)
The essay should not be more than 8,000 words which about 10 pages long without counting illustrations and diagrams. Language can be in English or Malay.The writing format should be in ‘arial’ font only, using 11 font size, ‘single-spacing’ on an A4 paper with portrait format.

The following content should be included:

1. Introduction (10%)

2. Background and influences on the architect (15%)

3. Architect’s philosophy and the impact of his/her/their theory and thoughts on other architects and/or movements of his time when he was alive and also the architectural movement after his passing. (20%)

4. Describe the characteristics of a building that he/she designed and the relationship between the architectural philosophy and his/her ideas in terms of theoretical, technological, social, cultural and other developments (30%)

5. Conclusion. Provide your opinion on why the architect was important in the context of History of Western Architecture and your learning of history and theory. (20%)

6. References. List all references that must incluye at least 2 books which are published and not found online. Wikipedia and encyclopedia is not counted. (5%)
